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4011 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55407-3142

“To further development 

of the watercolor artist 

by providing a 

supportive environment 

with education and exhibition

opportunities, and to promote 

public appreciation and greater

visibility of the art.” 

— MnWS Mission Statement

Wholesale Framing Supplies
Contemporary hardwood frames,
Nielsen metal frames, matboards,

custom cut mats, foamboards, glass &
plexiglass, framing tools & supplies.
Online ordering & framing advice.

www.metroframe.com
Call for a free color catalog.

952-941-6649 / 800-626-3139

METROPOLITAN PICTURE FRAMINGMETROPOLITAN

Mail your application and check payable
to Minnesota Watercolor Society to:

Marian Alstad, Membership Chair
4011 Chicago Ave. S.

Minneapolis, MN 55407-3142

MnWS Membership Dues:

o Single $30
o Couple/Family: $40
o Seniors (65+) $25

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Telephone 

Email 

o Check here to have your name removed from
the list sent to our exhibition award donors who
mail product information to our members.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
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Programs are held the second Thursday
of the month at 7:00 p.m.

January 10—Karen Knutson Narrative/
Slide Show & Potluck Dinner

February 14—Jan Wallake slide show 
featuring “Pouring on Glazes” 

March 13—Steve Brumbaugh
April 10—Spring Show
May 8—Doug Lew - Nude Figure
Book

LOCATION: Christ Presbyterian Church,
6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina, MN 
(Corner of 70th St. S. and Hwy 100)

~ ready made frames
~ Nielsen metal frames
~ custom cut mats and

foamboards
~ framing supplies

~ price sheets available

218-727-8723
218-349-7045

www.artoptions.com

MNWScalendar

“Decisions, decisions, mustn’t cut into the flowers on the
icing of our 25th Anniversary Cake.”

Jan Vaughn, Ed Shimek and Sandy Muzzy review Jan’s
paintings. If we had awarded a prize for the most
elaborate easel, Jan would have won hands down.

Therésa beams over her mountain stream painting.

Jean Meyer and Kathleen Sovell enjoying their cake.

Change for the Better by Marjorie Razorblade

Unless you sacrifice certain things in order to change 
Life will remain the same; 
You will always be the same person 
You’ll stay the same, work the same, live the same day, 
And nothing will make a difference, not even the words you 
randomly say.

Instigate change and anything is possible. 

Every great achievement of the human race has been accomplished
by people who are more or less just like you.

They had obstacles to overcome, self doubt to conquer, knowledge
to acquire, steps to take, mistakes to correct and the requirement to
keep on trying in order to succeed. 

The most likely scenario is that you are fully capable of doing
what you have envisioned or you would not have thought it in the
first place. 

Believe yourself capable and take the next step. 

Pictures of those who took the next step
at our first Easel Night.



MESSAGE from the President
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Dan Wiemer 651-388-8047

Vice President CeCeile Hartleib 651-647-6078
Secretary Steve Brumbaugh 
Treasurer Dianne Jandt 952-891-2375

Exhibition, Fall Catherine Hearding 651-777-8158
Exhibition, Spring Deb Chapin 952-890-8684

Hospitality Ruth Hoglund 612-866-9741
Librarian Ruth Valgemae 952-920-3975

Membership Marian Alstad 612-824-6460
Member-at-large

Newsletter Chris May 952-938-5731
Program Kathleen Sovell 612-374-3195
Publicity John O’Leary 952-888-0638

Registration Susan Zinschlag 651-437-9327
Workshop Karen Knutson 952-934-0876

Susan Zinschlag 651-437-932
Dianne Jandt 952-891-2375 

Northstar Liason Emmy White 612-825-8312

PAST PRESIDENTS
2004-2006 Andrew Evansen 
2002-2004 Sandra Muzzy 
2000-2002 Keith Donaldson 
1998-2000 David Rickert
1996-1998 Jan Fabian Wallake
1994-1996 MarySue Krueger
1992-1994 Carol Gray
1990-1992 Gwen Leopaldt
1988-1990 Harry Heim
1986-1988 Sally Burns
1983-1986 Jeanne Emrich

BRUSHSTROKES

Editor Chris May 763-475-2089
Advertising Mgr. Mary Hanson 952-476-6896
Mailings Beverly Peterson 763-533-7757

HOW TO REACH US:
INFORMATION•VOICE MAIL LINE

952-996-9228
WEB SITE: www.minnesotawatercolors.com

BrushStrokes Newsletter
BrushStrokes is published monthly, September through June.
Deadlines are the 15th of the month. Send letters to the editor
and art related stories that help inform or educate members to:

MnWS BrushStrokes Editor
225 Inland Lane No., Plymouth, MN 55447

cjmay@eganco.com
Advertising Placement

For ad rates or to place advertising, contact 
Mary Hanson 952-476-6896

Color printing of Brush Strokes is made possible by a
general contribution from Engineering Repro Systems
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MnWS  Workshops

MnWS has three fun workshops 
coming up! 

To save your spot in any of these workshops, contact:
Susan Zinschlag 

Phone: (651-437-9327)
Email: s.m.zinschlag@att.net 

PAINTING FIGURES WITHOUT FEAR
Cost: $95
Dates: January 12 (Saturday, 9:00 - 4:00) 
January 13 (Sunday, 12:00 - 5:00)
Instructor: Nancy Patrick Carney
Nancy Patrick Carney’s imaginatively styled paintings often fea-
ture colorful contemporary people. Learn her fun and easy 
techniques to help conquer your fear of adding figures to your
paintings. Lots of unique motivational ideas packed into two
exciting and creative workshop days. Paintings will be basically
watercolor, but Nancy will bring extra pastels, etc. for students
to experiment with, for the finishing touches. www.nancycar-
ney.com

VIBRANT JUICY FLORALS
Cost: $95
Dates: March 8 (Saturday, 9:00 - 4:00) 
March 9 (Sunday, 12:00 - 5:00)

Instructor: Jeanne Larson 

This inspiring workshop is designed to reawaken the flower
lover in you. Floral paintings allow the watercolorist to use the
most juicy, savory colors on the palette. You will learn to paint
vibrant, energetic floral such as voluminous peonies and roses,
whimsical orchids and elegant floral arrangements of your
favorite flowers. Emphasis will be placed on “designing with
light” with special attention to edges and shadows. Whether
you’ve painted 1 floral or 100, this workshop will give you
much NEW information and many ideas for making your floral
paintings spectacular. www.jeannelarson.com

TRADITION WITH A GOLDEN TWIST
(Watercolor & Mixed media workshop)
Instructor: Shirle Bedient 
Dates: May 27 - 30, 2008 (9:00 - 4:00) 
Cost: $355 members, $385 nonmembers

In this workshop, students will begin with simpler watercolor
techniques and move on to mixed media. Some of the mediums
used will be gesso, matte medium, watercolor and colored

pencils. Shirle enjoys the challenge and exhilaration of exploring
new techniques and creating “one of a kind” paintings.  To see
more of Shirle’s paintings, check out her website, www.shirlebe-
dient.com     

Nancy Carney
DEVELOPING YOUR WATERCOLOR STYLE 
You’ve learned the basic techniques—now what? Put the skills
you’ve learned in your beginning classes to work as we explore
composition, design, and developing your own personal and
unique style of painting.
Tuesdays, Feb. 5 - Feb. 26, 2008; 6-9 p.m, 

Minnetonka Center for the Arts, 952-473-7361
Thursdays, Feb. 7 - Feb. 28, 2008; 12:30-3:30 p.m., 

Northrup King Building, 612-961-7075 

IT’S A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE
Do your drawings and paintings suffer from a lack of under-
standing of the principles of perspective? This one-day work-
shop will help you master the traditional concepts of linear per-
spective. In the art world, rules were made to be broken—but it
helps to know which rules you can break! Sat. Jan. 26, 2008;
9:30 am to 3:30 pm, Minnetonka Center for the Arts, 952-472-
7361

Mark Polomchek Workshop—Feb 15-17, 2008 at
Jackpot Junction in Morton, MN. (www.polomchek.com) 

Class Fees: Questions: call Gretchen Scharmer, 507-822-
3793, gkshorse@yahoo.com

John Salminen—Spring Watercolor Workshop at the
Duluth Art Institute. John Salminen presents “From
Abstraction to Realism,” May 5-9, 2008, 9-4; $400 ($450
non-members; a $100 non-refundable deposit is required
upon registration.) 
To register contact the Duluth Art Institute’s business
office at (218) 733-7560 or mail registration to: DAI
(Attn: Shannon), 506 West Michigan Street, Duluth, MN
55802

Jan Fabian Wallake Workshops
You’re Invited!
Registration is now open for five artists to paint at the Art
Retreat at beautiful Moose Lodge in northern MN.
Each artist has his/her own bedroom. All gourmet meals 
included. 
Three days of semi-private painting instruction.
Dates of the Retreat are May 19-22, 2008.
Fills quickly, call 651-351-1301 for more information.

At the December meeting we tried something a little
different. It was a great big “show and tell” with no
demo artist and we called it “easel night.” It was cold

and the wind was howling, but that didn’t stop the intrepid
artists from schlepping cardboard folders and art. The
evening provided such an interesting energy. It was much

more casual than a show. (If people didn’t have an easel they could just
lean their art on a chair, and that worked just fine.) People could show a
small sampling of what they do—framed, unframed, watercolor or other.
You can really get a feeling of style and what turns people on when you see
a small body of work instead of just one piece. I try to put a name to a face
in group settings, but now I had the fun challenge of adding a style into the
equation.

We also had a little bit of a party atmosphere with some wonderful cake.
The MN Watercolor Society celebrated its 25th year. Hooray!! Everyone
enjoyed the night at their own pace. This added to the ease of the evening.
People were allowed to let their guard down and just share and compare
and stare and… (what else rhymes) how bout… take a dare. For some it
takes courage to put their work out there for public consumption. To those
who tentatively brought your paintings, I hope you had a pleasant experi-
ence. People seemed willing to share ideas and techniques and materials
with each other. 

I truly believe sharing knowledge helps everyone. You learn from 
others as well as inspire and teach others. Continue to surround yourself
with books and paintings and other artists to keep you motivated. I don’t
think you can grow as an artist if you work in a vacuum. (It seems like
there is too much dust and dog hair in there anyway!)

After 25 years, we still have a lot of talent in our organization. This I
already knew, but more importantly, we still have a lot of enthusiasm.

Happy Painting,

And the president’s award for the first annual easel night goes to …drum
roll please…. ………..Jack O’Leary for his gigantic “Geisha”—Jack, the
check is in the mail.



exhibits
Send Workshop listings to: Workshopper, 225 Inland Lane, Plymouth, MN 55447, or email to cjmay@eganco.com 
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Northstar Meetings—The Roseville Oval at Roseville Skating Center, 2661 Civic
Center Dr. Directions from Minneapolis, take Hwy. 280 to Hwy 36 and East to
Snelling North Exit, turn right on County Road C, drive past Hamline Ave. and left
into Civic Center Drive before you get to Lexington Ave. 

Upcoming Programs:
January 17  Jeanne Larson, demo
February 21 Frank Zeller, computer demo

Upcoming Workshops:
April 14-18, 2008 Michael Schlicting “acrylics”
October 2008 Tom Francesconi 

Questions? call Georgianna Ruzich 763-424-5164 or Carole Jernigan 651-459-5103

Send member news to: BrushStrokes, 225 Inland Lane No., Plymouth, MN 55447 or email to cjmay@eganco.com. Images are welcome and will
be used as space permits.

MEMBER happenings
4 BrushStrokes: MINNESOTA WATERCOLOR SOCIETY NEWSLETTER Volume 28, Number 1, January 2008

EDINA ART CENTER: “Faculty Exhibit,” features art-
work created by over 50 Artists who teach at Edina Art
Center. Jan. 10 thru Feb. 25, 4701 W 64th St., Edina.
612-915-6600
Exhibit Information
Title: Edina Art Center Faculty Exhibit
Opening Date: Jan. 10, 2008
Closing Date: Feb. 25, 2008
Featured Artists: Over 50 faculty artists
Artists’ Media: Drawing, Painting, Pottery, Sculpture,
Photography, Mixed Media
Opening Reception Date: Thurs., Jan. 10
Reception Hours: 5-8 p.m.

Gallery Information
Name: Foss Gallery at the Edina Art Center
Address: 4701 W. 64th Street
City: Edina
State: Minnesota
Zip: 55435
Phone: 612-915-6600
Fax: 612-915-6601
E-mail: artcenter@ci.edina.mn.us
Web address: www.EdinaArtCenter.com
Normal Gallery Hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri.: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.; Sat.: 9 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

NORTHSTAR MEETINGS

Frank Wilcox
Bradley D. Hall

We have 379 paid members 
to date.

(Check the label on your
newsletter to see when your 
membership dues are due.)

Susan Zinschlag with her beautifully crafted,
complex cityscape.

Master painter, Fred Dingler, and two of his outstanding paintings.

Bonnie Featherstone chats up Jim Rogers and spouse.

Bonnie Featherstone and Terry Kayser enjoy the festivities.

MnWS NEW MEMBERS
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