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4011 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55407-3142

“To further development 

of the watercolor artist 

by providing a 

supportive environment 

with education and exhibition

opportunities, and to promote 

public appreciation and greater

visibility of the art.” 

— MnWS Mission Statement

Wholesale Framing Supplies
Contemporary hardwood frames,
Nielsen metal frames, matboards,

custom cut mats, foamboards, glass &
plexiglass, framing tools & supplies.
Online ordering & framing advice.

www.metroframe.com
Call for a free color catalog.

952-941-6649 / 800-626-3139

METROPOLITAN PICTURE FRAMINGMETROPOLITAN

Mail your application and check payable
to Minnesota Watercolor Society to:

Marian Alstad, Membership Chair
4011 Chicago Ave. S.

Minneapolis, MN 55407-3142

MnWS Membership Dues:

o Single $30
o Couple/Family: $40
o Seniors (65+) $25

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Telephone 

Email 

o Check here to have your name removed from
the list sent to our exhibition award donors who
mail product information to our members.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Volume 28, Number 3 March 2008

Programs are held the second Thursday
of the month at 7:00 p.m.

March 13—Steve Brumbaugh
April 10—Spring Show
May 8—Doug Lew - Nude Figure    

Book

LOCATION: Christ Presbyterian Church,
6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina, MN 
(Corner of 70th St. S. and Hwy 100)

MNWScalendar

Although I spent a great deal of my
life living in other states (Indiana,
Illinois, and Texas) my real home

has always been Minnesota.  Growing up, I
spent many summers with my family at our
cabin near the Arrowhead Trail.  Exploring
these areas along the North Shore has given
me greater appreciation for the scenic beau-

ty of this state.  This may be the reason I am drawn to paint-
ing landscapes more often then any other subject.

While pursuing my BFA degree in painting and drawing
from the University of North Texas, I spent five weeks trav-
eling throughout Europe studying watercolor techniques.
This was an amazing experience for me both personally and
professionally. The opportunity to study abroad helped me to
decide that I should pursue my career as an artist.

My paintings are a visual journal of the places I have trav-
eled, lived, and explored.  I take photographs and sketches of
subject matter that interest me. Strong shapes, colors, and
movement are what ultimately draw me to a particular image,
and are often the determining factors for the way I develop a
painting. My style is representational yet holds an element of
abstraction.  I like the fact that the nature of watercolor has a
life of its own, and this is one of the many reasons why this
media continues to excite me.  As with all things, my work
will continue to change as I evolve and learn through my
journeys in life.

I will be demonstrating the techniques I use when paint-
ing large scale pieces.  I am excited to say that this will be my
first time demonstrating (I don’t think my cats count) and I
look forward to the experience.

Steve Brumbaugh— March Guest Speaker 

Remember to attend the Opening for

Spring  Splash  
Thursday April 10, 6:00-8:30 p.m.  

We need help hanging the pictures at 1:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 5 at the Colonial Church of Edina. 

Please email Deb at Debchapin@hotmail.com  
We need 8 people!

Witch Tree II by Steve Brumbaugh

TupeloSunset by Steve Brumbaugh
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Dan Wiemer 651-388-8047

Vice President CeCeile Hartleib 651-647-6078
Secretary Steve Brumbaugh 612-226-3854 
Treasurer Dianne Jandt 952-891-2375

Exhibition, Fall Catherine Hearding 651-777-8158
Exhibition, Spring Deb Chapin 952-890-8684

Hospitality Ruth Hoglund 612-866-9741
Librarian Ruth Valgemae 952-920-3975

Membership Marian Alstad 612-824-6460
Member-at-large

Newsletter Chris May 952-938-5731
Program Kathleen Sovell 612-374-3195
Publicity John O’Leary 952-888-0638

Registration Susan Zinschlag 651-437-9327
Workshop Karen Knutson 952-934-0876

Susan Zinschlag 651-437-932
Dianne Jandt 952-891-2375 

Northstar Liason Emmy White 612-825-8312

PAST PRESIDENTS
2004-2006 Andrew Evansen 
2002-2004 Sandra Muzzy 
2000-2002 Keith Donaldson 
1998-2000 David Rickert
1996-1998 Jan Fabian Wallake
1994-1996 MarySue Krueger
1992-1994 Carol Gray
1990-1992 Gwen Leopaldt
1988-1990 Harry Heim
1986-1988 Sally Burns
1983-1986 Jeanne Emrich

BRUSHSTROKES
Editor Chris May 763-475-2089
Advertising Mgr. Mary Hanson 952-476-6896
Mailings Beverly Peterson 763-533-7757

HOW TO REACH US:
INFORMATION•VOICE MAIL LINE

952-996-9228
WEB SITE: www.minnesotawatercolors.com

BrushStrokes Newsletter
BrushStrokes is published monthly, September through June.
Deadlines are the 15th of the month. Send letters to the editor
and art related stories that help inform or educate members to:

MnWS BrushStrokes Editor
225 Inland Lane No., Plymouth, MN 55447

cjmay@eganco.com
Advertising Placement

For ad rates or to place advertising, contact 
Mary Hanson 952-476-6896

Color printing of Brush Strokes is made possible by a
general contribution from Engineering Repro Systems
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Workshops  and  Classes

To save your spot in any of these workshops, contact: Susan Zinschlag,
Phone: 651-437-9327    Email: s.m.zinschlag@att.net 

WATERCOLOR SKIES by Carolyn Streed and Lynne Baur
Saturday, Mar. 15, 10 am–4:30 pm; The Phipps Center for the Arts;
call The Phipps at 715-386-2305 or register online at www.ThePhipps.org.
Cost: $85 
More than any other subject, students in our watercolor classes request
demonstrations and help in painting the complex layers of color and soft
edges in those dramatic skies that give a landscape painting atmosphere.
It's possible to build up your skies in small, manageable steps, and still
keep that soft atmospheric, wet-in-wet look.  We'll learn how to gradually
build up intense and complex color, and create a variety of clouds, mist,
fog and precipitation without streaky brushmarks, blotches or hard edges.
(Please request a materials list when registering.) 

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP ON MADELINE ISLAND with Andy Evansen
September 15-18, 2008
Come learn to paint clean watercolors on beautiful Madeline Island during
the best time of the year!  I'll be painting and teaching both on location
(plein-air) and in the studio to take advantage of the unique scenery.
Emphasis will be on capturing the landscape quickly and impressionisti-
cally. Call the Madeline Island School of the Arts at (715) 747-2054 for
registration information, or email info@madelineartschool.com.  Their
website is www.madelineschool.com. 

PLEIN-AIR PAINTING VACATION in the picturesque city of Oaxaca,
Mexico with Andy Evansen, February 4-11, 2009. Not a traditional 'work-
shop', but he’ll be doing demo paintings and critiques daily.  The Valley of
Oaxaca is located in a beautiful mountain range at an altitude of 5110 feet.
There will be tours and the hotel is located near museums, pedestrian mall,
and sidewalk cafes.  Fees will include airfare and accommodations for the
week, very reasonable!!  Contact Earl Olson at eolsonl@frontiernet.net, 
or call (715) 248-7630 for questions and registration information.

TRADITION WITH A GOLDEN TWIST—Shirle Bedient (Watercolor &
Mixed media workshop), May 27-30, (9-4) Cost: $355 members, $385
nonmembers
In this workshop, students will begin with simpler watercolor techniques
and move on to mixed media. Some of the media used will be gesso,
matte medium, watercolor, and colored pencils. 

FROM ABSTRACTION TO REALISM—John Salminen, Duluth Art
Institute. May 5-9, 9-4; $400 ($450 non-members; a $100 non-
refundable deposit is required upon registration.) Contact the
Duluth Art Institute’s Business Office at 218-733-7560 or mail
registration to: DAI (Attn: Shannon), 506 West Michigan Street,
Duluth, MN 55802

JAN FABIAN WALLAKE WORKSHOP—May 19-22. Fills quickly,
call 651-351-1301 for more information.

KAREN KNUTSON WORKSHOPS
—Watercolor and Metallics at Coupeville Arts Center, 
12 NW Birch St., Coupeville, WA 98239 
May 6-9, 2008, Contact Sue Symons, 360-678-3396 
sue@coupevillearts.org 

—Adding Textures and Metallics to Your Watercolors 
Oshkosh Senior Center, 200 N. Campbell Road
Oshkosh, WI   920-232-5300 
May 16, 17, 18, 2008, Contact Michelle Missner, 920-730-0768
or email mmissner@new.rr.com 

LANA GROW WORKSHOPS
—#1 Aqua Media/Acrylic and Collage, Experimental &
Energizing; March 3-7, Santa Barbara, CA, Deb Chaney, 
805-569-9680 
—#1 Aqua Media/Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and
Energizing; April 14-18; Intermediate to Advanced 
student, White Bear Center for the Arts, White Bear, MN
Danielle Cezanne, daniell@whitebeararts.org; 651-407-0597 
—#1 or Aqua Media/Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and
Energizing; July 21-July 25; Art in the Mountains Workshops;
Bend, Oregon; Debra Prater, 541-923-2648

EDWARD MINCHIN WORKSHOP—Watercolor, acrylic, and mixed
media; Bloomington Art Center; August 25- 29; $395 (MnWS
members or BAC members) $435 (non-members) 

RICHFIELD ART CENTER located in Veterans Park on 64th &
Portland Ave in the building next to the picnic shelter.
Beginning Drawing—Instructor:  Ron Wilson
Mon., March 31- May 5; 6 Sessions; 9:30-11:30am; $63
Portrait Drawing–Instructor:  Ron Wilson
Tues., April 1- May 6; 6 Sessions; 9:30-11:30 am; $63
Ink Drawing—Instructor:  Syliva Rudolph
Thurs., March 20-April 24; 6 Sessions; 9:30-11:30 am; $63
Oil Painting Simplified—Instructor:  Judy Lieber
Sat. & Sun., April 12 & 13; 2 Sessions; 1:00-4:00 pm; $43
Open Studio for Artists—Tues., March 18-April 8; 4 Sessions;
1:00-3:00 pm; $12
Open Studio for Artists with Instructor—Instructor: Fred
Dingler
Tues., April 15 - May 20;6 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $63
Advanced Watercolor Painting—Instructor:  Ellen Stinger
Fri., April 4-25; 4 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $43
Fri., May 2-23; 4 Sessions; 1:30 - 3:30 pm; $43
Beginning Watercolor Painting—Instructor: Ellen Stinger
Mon., April 7-28; 4 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $43
Beyond Beginners Watercolor Painting—Instructor:  Ellen
Stinger
Mon., May 5-19; 3 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $33
Begin Acrylic Painting—Instructor:  Ellen Stinger
Wednesdays, April 9 - 30; 4 Sessions;1:30-3:30 pm…$43
Beyond Beginners Acrylic Painting
Wed., May 7-28; 4 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $43

How does it feel?
As the brush glides across the paper something catches my
eye.  There is a hair in my sky!  It's probably a dog hair

because I have a lot of those flying around my studio.  This can't
be.  I look at my brush and notice another hair slightly longer, pre-

pared to join its fallen comrade.  My brush is falling apart!  As I pull out the long
hair in the center of my round brush, another takes its place. Sadly, this brush is
done; away it goes. It wasn't my favorite, but one of my favorites.  It was only a
synthetic, not a super expensive sable, but I abused it and used it reliably for many
years.  It kind of reminds me of a great sweatshirt; you know the really thick kind
that you over-wear in the winter.  You do this because it feels so good.  Then final-
ly one day the collar and sleeves become threadbare and my wife tells me I can no
longer wear it out in public.  Sadly, the sweatshirt is done; it was a good run.  

When I walk into an art store I am fascinated by brushes.  I always like to
check out the spring and the feel in my hand. I am like Emelda Marcos in a shoe
store; I always think I need a couple more. I bet I have about one hundred brushes,
and ironically, I think I only use the same three or four.  I love the expression—it's
not the arrow, it's the archer.  I sometimes think that the sooner you can find your
brush of choice and the paper/surface you feel comfortable with,—the sooner you
can get on with developing your own style and grow as an artist. By eliminating
the myriad of options you can clear your path.  You might love other artists work
and styles, but in the end you have to do what feels right to you.  It takes some
artists longer than others to achieve this.  “Feel” is a difficult thing to explain to a
beginner and nearly impossible to teach.   Painting is an intuitive process that
always comes back to feel. Like that favorite brush or that baggy sweatshirt, it's
hard to put into words, but it just has to feel right.  

Happy Painting,

Warm Sun by Dick Graves for Cityscapes X 3 Event



exhibits
Send Workshop listings to: Workshopper, 225 Inland Lane, Plymouth, MN 55447, or email to cjmay@eganco.com 
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Northstar Meetings—The Roseville Oval at Roseville Skating Center, 2661 Civic
Center Dr. Directions from Minneapolis, take Hwy. 280 to Hwy 36 and East to
Snelling North Exit, turn right on County Road C, drive past Hamline Ave. and left
into Civic Center Drive before you get to Lexington Ave. 

Upcoming Workshops, Meetings, and Events:
March 8-9 Catherine Hearding Workshop
March 20 Judy Blain Demo
April 14-18 Michael Schlicting Workshop
April 17 Michael Schlicting Demo
May 15-17 Art on a Line

Questions? call Georgianna Ruzich 763-424-5164 or Carole Jernigan 651-459-5103

Send member news to: BrushStrokes, 225 Inland Lane No., Plymouth, MN 55447 or email to cjmay@eganco.com. Images are welcome and will
be used as space permits.

MEMBER happenings
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NORTHSTAR MEETINGS

Lindy Westgard
Molly Bergum
We have 384 paid 
members to date.

(Check the label on your
newsletter to see when your 
membership dues are due.)

MnWS NEW MEMBERS

Jane Freeman has been juried into the 2007 Paint America Top 100 competi-
tion with her painting, “Beltrami County Fair.”  Jane's book, “A Celebration of
Light,” is now available.It contains nine demonstrations of her method of paint-
ing, and also includes ten interviews with nationally know artists, with questions
and answers that will help artists hone their skills.

Larry Johnson's new website has a listing of his watercolor and acrylic work-
shops to be held in 2008.  Go to www.larrys-workshops.com

Have you been a member of the society for
over 20 years? 

If you have not allowed your membership to lapse
for that period your membership in MnWS is now

free.
All you need to do is call or email membership chair,

Marian Alstad, so she can verify your membership
information.  Marian’s # is 612-824-6460, email:

mardi4011 @aol.com

CITYSCAPES X 3—Three Northrup King Building artists
with three unique and distinct painting styles will 
interpret and paint three urban landscapes.  Demonstrations of
each artist's painting style will be shown in the artist's studios
during First Thursday in the Northeast Arts District on April 3.
Visit all three studios, watch the demonstrations, and compare
the different ways each artist paints the same scene.

6:30 pm  Studio #256 - Nancy Carney - Nicollet Mall Scene
7:15 pm  Studio #391 - Dick Graves - Minneapolis Riverfront
8:00 pm  Studio #410 - Susan Voigt - St Paul Skyline

For details and directions go to www.northrupkingbuilding.com

In March the mini show theme will be pinks, pur-
ples and greens, still-lifes, abstracts, or chocolate
bunnies.  Seriously, any subject or colors will be
good. Please bring something just for show and
tell or you may want to bring a painting for a cri-
tique. We will also have a drawing for a door
prize for those who bring in paintings.  February's
winner of the drawing was Georgia Kandiko.  

Garden Art Sale to Open 
at the Edina Art Center

What is a garden, but art? It is art; it inspires art; it
attracts art.  As soon as planting is done, the urge to
embellish arrives. The creative forces at Edina Art
Center, a teaching facility sponsored by the city of
Edina, will spring forth in its sixth Garden Art Sale,
April 3-May 29.

See stunning creations from local artists from 
myriad disciplines ranging from unique pottery and
sculptural pieces to two-dimensional art, with garden
or botanical themes.  Antique dealers from Antiques of
Shady Oak in Hopkins will also display marvelous
antique garden pieces.

Perhaps a fountain will fill your garden with the
soothing sounds of running water and provide a focal
point for a shady nook. Or a sculpted clay or metal
fairy house is needed to peek from among your impa-
tiens. Perhaps a toad house will attract an amphibian to
control the slugs in the hostas.

Paintings of flora and fauna may help you keep
that sunny garden feeling in your home all year. And
one can never have too many vases to display your
garden blooms indoors.

Greet spring with a new piece of garden art.

Please join us for a special May Day reception
on 

May 1 from 5 to 8 pm 
at Edina Art Center

4701 West 64th St.,Edina

Check our website, www.EdinaArtCenter.com, for a
complete class listing or call 612-915-6600 for informa-
tion, to request a class schedule or register for classes.

Guthrie on the Riverfront by Nancy Carney

March Mini Show

Cathy Quiel, watercolor instructor at Santa Barbara City College's Schott
Center, will be conducting a workshop, emphasizing color and design, in
Maui, Hawaii from March 31-April 4, 2008.  Visit her website
(www.cathyquiel.com) for more information.
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