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4011 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55407-3142

“To further development 

of the watercolor artist 

by providing a 

supportive environment 

with education and exhibition

opportunities, and to promote 

public appreciation and greater

visibility of the art.” 

— MnWS Mission Statement

Wholesale Framing Supplies
Contemporary hardwood frames,
Nielsen metal frames, matboards,

custom cut mats, foamboards, glass &
plexiglass, framing tools & supplies.
Online ordering & framing advice.

www.metroframe.com
Call for a free color catalog.

952-941-6649 / 800-626-3139

METROPOLITAN PICTURE FRAMINGMETROPOLITAN

Mail your application and check payable
to Minnesota Watercolor Society to:

Marian Alstad, Membership Chair
4011 Chicago Ave. S.

Minneapolis, MN 55407-3142

MnWS Membership Dues:

o Single $30
o Couple/Family: $40
o Seniors (65+) $25

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Telephone 

Email 

o Check here to have your name removed from
the list sent to our exhibition award donors who
mail product information to our members.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
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Programs are held the second Thursday
of the month at 7:00 p.m.

April 10 —Spring Show, 6-8:30 p.m. 
Colonial Church of Edina

May 8 —Doug Lew - Nude Figure
Book

June 28 —Member’s Day
Richardson Nature Center,
Cattail Room, 9:00-3:00 
More info to follow

LOCATION: Christ Presbyterian Church,
6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina, MN 
(Corner of 70th St. S. and Hwy 100)

MNWScalendar

To plan or not to plan, that is the ques-
tion. Two artists approach their work
in very diverse ways.  Artist A, we'll

call Allen “the planner,” explores dozens of
thumbnail sketches and color studies before
entering into his final piece.  Artist B, we'll
call Betty “the free spirit,” pulls out a big
sheet of paper and just lets the paint fly.
Allen likes Betty's work but doesn't feel

comfortable with her process.  Betty likes Allen's work but would
feel constrained by his methodical ways.   Artists who paint like
Betty seem to be able to respond more comfortably as the painting
evolves, (quickly with watercolor or slower with other media.)
Some artists live for this immediate rush.  They see, and then they
respond.  In this way, plein air artists are challenged and energized
by capturing fleeting conditions.

Lana Grow, a Minnesota artist featured in the spring issue of
Watercolor Magazine, is as direct and spontaneous as they come,
and I love it.  She is an experimental artist who loves to take
chances and try new things.  I saw this first hand as I had the pleas-
ure of being in a workshop with her a few years back.  In the arti-
cle she explains how she may leave her original plan and let the
painting start talking to her.  She responds with intuition, natural
color sense, and strong design experience.  She pushes and pulls—
she applies and removes—she layers and builds her amazing
abstract paintings.  Lana's paintings are resolved during the process
,and not before, and this suits her just fine.

Now let's back up a little and not discount Allen the planner
and his methodical ways.  By doing all of those thumbnails and
studies he is eliminating weak options and improving strong ones.
By laying this groundwork he is greatly increasing his chances of
success while relying less on “happy accidents” and this suits him
just fine.  Hopefully, when he begins the final painting, he can work
free and direct without a lot of anxiety.  Sometimes when you paint
with a lot of thoughts in your head and no firm conviction you for-
get to state it.  Golf with a lot of thoughts in your head, and
funny—you forget to swing it.

When I began painting I liked to work large, loose, and bold.  I
didn't do a whole lot of pre-planning because I was impatient and
couldn't wait to have the colors crashing and bleeding together on
the paper.  This was a hit and miss method for me; it relied pretty
heavily on technique and a lot of luck.  Occasionally I turned out
some spontaneous gems, but often times I lost my way and turned
out an overworked dud.  I still paint direct, but I think more about
the painting ahead of time than I used to.  I might do a sketch or
two, and then I enter into the painting with a clearer intent; my suc-

cess rate has climbed dramatically.  (Years of experience under your
belt don't hurt either.)

So who's right and who's wrong?  Is it better to be loose or
tight?  Can you be too loose or too tight?  Painting in watermedia is
an ironic balancing act of trying to be in control and still be spon-
taneous.  I think many experienced artists have found a nice bal-
ance.  They can plan and have a direction and still be loose and
painterly.  They can have their cake and eat it too.  My usual dis-
claimer is that there is no one right answer to the above questions.
You just have to find your own balance, and remember, as artists
we're all different.                                              

P.S.  Allen and Betty were married and lived happily ever after in
their home studio in Taos, NM.  I guess it's true what they say—
opposites do attract.

Dear Fellow Artists,   
Please take a moment to consider this important bill

that supports artists’ rights.   The Artist Deduction
Bill (S.548) would give artists the right to deduct the
fair market value of their work when donating it to a
charity. We artists are always asked to donate work to
charitable causes for fundraising purpose, but when
our work is auctioned, the buyer gets the benefit of
being allowed to deduct their contribution above the
market value, whereas the contributing artists and
artisans can only deduct the amount of the material
costs of creating their work (the cost of paint,canvas,
clay, paper...)

This bill is non-partisan and fair. Please click on the
link below and simply type in your zip code. A letter
of support will be sent to your particular senators and
congressmen.

Patty Schwartz
http://capwiz.com/artsusa/issues/alert/?aler-
tid=9521951

An  Artist’s  Approach  by Dan Wiemer
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Dan Wiemer 651-388-8047

Vice President CeCeile Hartleib 651-647-6078
Secretary Steve Brumbaugh 612-226-3854 
Treasurer Dianne Jandt 952-891-2375

Exhibition, Fall Catherine Hearding 651-777-8158
Exhibition, Spring Deb Chapin 952-890-8684

Hospitality Ruth Hoglund 612-866-9741
Librarian Ruth Valgemae 952-920-3975

Membership Marian Alstad 612-824-6460
Member-at-large

Newsletter Chris May 952-938-5731
Program Kathleen Sovell 612-374-3195
Publicity John O’Leary 952-888-0638

Registration Susan Zinschlag 651-437-9327
Workshop Karen Knutson 952-934-0876

Susan Zinschlag 651-437-932
Dianne Jandt 952-891-2375 

Northstar Liason Emmy White 612-825-8312

PAST PRESIDENTS
2004-2006 Andrew Evansen 
2002-2004 Sandra Muzzy 
2000-2002 Keith Donaldson 
1998-2000 David Rickert
1996-1998 Jan Fabian Wallake
1994-1996 MarySue Krueger
1992-1994 Carol Gray
1990-1992 Gwen Leopaldt
1988-1990 Harry Heim
1986-1988 Sally Burns
1983-1986 Jeanne Emrich

BRUSHSTROKES
Editor Chris May 763-475-2089
Advertising Mgr. Mary Hanson 952-476-6896
Mailings Beverly Peterson 763-533-7757

HOW TO REACH US:
INFORMATION•VOICE MAIL LINE

952-996-9228
WEB SITE: www.minnesotawatercolors.com

BrushStrokes Newsletter
BrushStrokes is published monthly, September through June.
Deadlines are the 15th of the month. Send letters to the editor
and art related stories that help inform or educate members to:

MnWS BrushStrokes Editor
225 Inland Lane No., Plymouth, MN 55447

cjmay@eganco.com
Advertising Placement

For ad rates or to place advertising, contact 
Mary Hanson 952-476-6896

Color printing of Brush Strokes is made possible by a
general contribution from Engineering Repro Systems
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Workshops  and  Classes

To save your spot in any of the workshops, contact: Susan Zinschlag,
Phone: 651-437-9327    Email: s.m.zinschlag@att.net 

CECEILE HARTLEIB teaches watercolor classes in her studio at 106
Water St. W., Studio 402, St. Paul, 55107 from 9:30 to noon on Fridays
thru mid June. To sign up please call 651-647-6078.

DAN WEIMER ONE DAY WORKSHOPS at Savage Art Studios.  
Dates: April 19, May 17,  June 21, July 26,  Aug 16
Call 952-895-0375 for more information and to register.  You can take
one or more; they are not a series.  They are on Saturdays and run from
9-4.

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP ON MADELINE ISLAND with Andy
Evansen  September 15-18, 2008
Come learn to paint clean watercolors on beautiful Madeline Island
during the best time of the year!  I'll be painting and teaching both on
location (plein-air) and in the studio to take advantage of the unique
scenery.  Emphasis will be on capturing the landscape quickly and
impressionistically. Call the Madeline Island School of the Arts at (715)
747-2054 for registration information, or email info@madelin-
eartschool.com.  Their website is www.madelineschool.com. 

PLEIN-AIR PAINTING VACATION in the picturesque city of Oaxaca,
Mexico with Andy Evansen, February 4-11, 2009. Not a traditional
'workshop, but he’ll be doing demo paintings and critiques daily.  The
valley of Oaxaca is located in a beautiful mountain range at an altitude
of 5,110 feet.  There will be tours and the hotel is located near muse-
ums, pedestrian mall, and sidewalk cafes.  Fees will include airfare and
accommodations for the week, very reasonable!!  Contact Earl Olson at
eolsonl@frontiernet.net, or call (715) 248-7630 for questions and regis-
tration information.

TRADITION WITH A GOLDEN TWIST—Shirle Bedient (Watercolor &
Mixed Media Workshop), May 27-30, (9-4) Cost: $355 members, $385
nonmembers.
In this workshop, students will begin with simpler watercolor tech-
niques and move on to mixed media. Some of the media used will be
gesso, matte medium, watercolor, and colored pencils. 

KAREN KNUTSON WORKSHOPS
—Watercolor and Metallics at Coupeville Arts Center, 
12 NW Birch St., Coupeville, WA 98239; May 6-9, Contact Sue
Symons, 360-678-3396 
sue@coupevillearts.org 
—Adding Textures and Metallics to Your Watercolors 
Oshkosh Senior Center, 200 N. Campbell Road, Oshkosh, WI
920-232-5300; May 16, 17, 18, 2008, Contact Michelle Missner,
920-730-0768 or email mmissner@new.rr.com 

LANA GROW WORKSHOPS
#1 Aqua Media/ Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and
Energizing, April 14-18; intermediate to advanced student;
White Bear Center for the Arts, White Bear, Minnesota.
Danielle Cezanne daniell@whitebeararts.org
651-407-0597
#1 Aqua Media/ Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and
Energizing, July 21-July 25, 2008; Art in the Mountains
Workshops Bend, Oregon; Debra Prater, 541-923-2648
#1 Aqua Media/ Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and
Energizing, Washburn Art Center Washburn WI  Oct. 20 to 24 
Francie Austin Miller, and Karen Maki, Contact Lana @ 651-
633-5085  
#1 Aqua Media/ Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and
Energizing, November 2008 date pending intermediate to
advanced student; White Bear Center for the Arts, White Bear,
Minnesota; Danielle Cezanne daniell@whitebeararts.org, 
651-407-0597

2009
#1 Aqua Media/ Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and Energizing,
Polos Verdes Art Center  in Calif., 3/30-4/3 
#1 Aqua Media/ Acrylic and Collage, Experimental and
Energizing, Door County;  Aug. 24 to 28; Susie Robin Nitsch
Education Programs Director, Penninsula Art School,
Box 30, 3900 County road F, Fish Creek, WI 54212-0304 
p: 920-868-3455

EDWARD MINCHIN WORKSHOP—Watercolor, acrylic, and
mixed media; Bloomington Art Center; August 25- 29; $395
(MnWS members or BAC members) $435 (non-members) 

RICHFIELD ART CENTER located in Veterans Park on 64th &
Portland Ave in the building next to the picnic shelter.
Open Studio for Artists with Instructor—Instructor: Fred
Dingler
Tues., April 15 - May 20; 6 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $63
Advanced Watercolor Painting—Instructor:  Ellen Stinger
Fri., May 2-23; 4 Sessions; 1:30 - 3:30 pm; $43
Beyond Beginners Watercolor Painting—Instructor:  Ellen
Stinger
Mon., May 5-19; 3 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $33
Beyond Beginners Acrylic Painting
Wed., May 7-28; 4 Sessions; 1:30-3:30 pm; $43

by CeCeile Hartlieb

The Jeanne Larson workshop was a great success.  In only two days,
this workshop was filled with many new and inventive ideas to make flo-
ral paintings stand out from the crowd.  Jeanne has a very calm, caring
manner of conveying her techniques to the students.  We worked in water-
color on the first day, and then added acrylic and other medias on the sec-
ond day.  Many of the students said that it was the best workshop they had
attended, and asked Jeanne when she was going to write a book.  

If you like flowers, our next workshop will feature Shirle Bedient on
May 27 - 30th.  To see her
paintings, check out her web-
site, www.shirlebedient.com
There is a flyer in this
newsletter with more details.  

Questions?       
Call Karen Knutson at 
952-934-0876. 

Remember to attend the Opening Reception of

Spring
Splash  

Thursday April 10 
6:00-8:30 p.m. 

at the
Colonial Church of Edina

6200 Colonial Way, Edina, MN

Another  Successful  MNWS  Workshop

Jeanne Larson



exhibits
Send Workshop listings to: Workshopper, 225 Inland Lane, Plymouth, MN 55447, or email to cjmay@eganco.com 
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Northstar Meetings—The Roseville Oval at Roseville Skating Center, 2661 Civic
Center Dr. Directions from Minneapolis, take Hwy. 280 to Hwy 36 and East to
Snelling North Exit, turn right on County Road C, drive past Hamline Ave. and left
into Civic Center Drive before you get to Lexington Ave. 

Upcoming Workshops, Meetings, and Events:
April 14-18 Michael Schlicting Workshop
April 17 Michael Schlicting Demo
May 15-17 Art on a Line

Questions? call Georgianna Ruzich 763-424-5164 or Carole Jernigan 651-459-5103

Send member news to: BrushStrokes, 225 Inland Lane No., Plymouth, MN 55447 or email to cjmay@eganco.com. Images are welcome and will
be used as space permits.

MEMBER happenings
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NORTHSTAR MEETINGS

Barbara Elder
Jeff Merrill

We have 385 paid 
members to date.

(Check the label on your
newsletter to see when your 
membership dues are due.)

MnWS NEW MEMBERS

CeCeile Hartleib and Terry Kayser will have their studio in the ACVR
Warehouse, 106 Water St. W. #402, St. Paul, MN, 55107, open during the St.
Paul Art Crawl, Fri. Apr. 25th, 6-10 pm., Sat. Apr. 26th, 2-10 pm, Sun. Apr.
27th, noon till 5 pm. Hundreds of artists will be participating in this year's
event. Call Ceile at 651-647-6078 (home) or 651-592-1877 (studio) for more
information or directions.

DebMagelssen is celebrating a new venture in her art career; you are invit-
ed to visit her new website!  Go to: www.DebMagelssen.com
and  email her at her new business address which is:
DebMagelssen@debmagelssen.com

Jan and Dick Green, Jeanne Long, and Sandy Muzzy have paintings
accepted into the Red River Watercolor Society's 15th Annual National
Juried Watermedia Exhibition  May 5-June 15th at the Hjemkomst Center
Moorhead, Minnesota. 

Lana Grow will be judging the on-line, 2008 exhibition of the
Experimental Artists of America in March, and the International Society of
Acrylic Painters 2008 Spring Show (On-line Members Only).

Lana will be judging the Experimental Artist of America 2008 show in
March (On line Exhibition) International Society of  Acrylic Painters Show
Spring of 2008 (On Line Members only, show) 

Carol Spohn is joining fellow artists Arlene Linton and Sharon
Mendenhall in sponsoring a painting opportunity in sunny Cancun, Mexico,
January 11-17, 2009 at the all inclusive Barcelo Tucancun Beach Hotel.
Classes in watercolor, acrylic
and colored pencils will be
offered.  Check out the class
projects and download the
registration form from
Arlene's website:  www.rain-
bowsbeginning.com  and fol-
low the link to Paint Til You
Faint.

Here's a collage of the six
fantastic projects they've 
created for you!

MMNNWWSS  LLiiffeettiimmee  MMeemmbbeerr  LLiisstt  
(Those who have achieved excellence in 

sustained membership.)
Alstad Marian 5/1/1984
Burns Sally 5/1/1982
Lanzo Barbara 5/1/1987
Heim Harry 5/1/1985
Heim Lois 5/1/1985
Jeub Patti 4/1/1983
Mathison Mary Lou 9/1/1986
Meehan/Zweber Rosita/Marilyn 5/1/1987
Rose Margery 5/1/1986
Undis Pat 5/1/1987
Woit Diane 5/1/1987
Zera Jean Turner 5/1/1985
Green Dick & Jan 5/1/1986

MNWS member Mark Granlund announces an on-line art auction
of small paintings with fellow artist, Daniel Kerkhoff.  Mark will have
landscapes and florals for sale in this auction which starts with a pre-
view of items on April 1, 2008.  Bidding commences on April 7 and
will continue through May 5.  One new painting by each artist will be
posted each day for twenty days.  To access the auction and find out
more about Mark, his art, and his classes, go to: www.mgranlund.com. 

Frank Stone Gallery— “Minneapolis Drawing Workshop”
8th Annual Figure Exhibition. Drawings, paintings and ceram-
ics including the human form created by 10 artists of the
Minneapolis Drawing Workshop. 

Artists' reception 5-9 p.m. Fri., Apr. 11 and 5-9 p.m.; 
Sat., Apr. 12. 

Exhibition days and hours: 
Apr. 10, 5-7 p.m.; Apr. 11, 5-9 p.m.; Apr. 12, 11 a.m - 9 p.m.;
Apr. 13, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Apr. 26, 10 a.m. -6 p.m. and Apr. 27,
1-5 p.m.  
1224 Second St. NE, Mpls. MN 55413, 612-617-9965. 
Website: www.drawingworkshop.com

Edina Art Center’s “4th Annual School of Realism Student
Show” Classical drawings and paintings including the nude
human form created by 6 students of the Edina Art Center's four-
year School of Realism. Artists' reception 5-8 p.m. Thurs., June 5.
Show continues thru June 15; 4701 W 64th St., Edina. 
612-915-6600

“6th Annual Spring Garden Show and Sale” features sculptures,
pots, tiles and fountains created by Edina Art Center faculty and
students and garden antiques from Antiques of Shady Oak in
Hopkins.  Show opens Apr. 3. Special MayDay reception 5-8 p.m.
Thurs., May 1. Show continues thru May 30. 4701 W 64th St.,
Edina. 612-915-6600; Coincides with Edina Garden Council Plant
Sale at Arneson Acres Park (4711 west 70th St) hours on Fri. are
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.  On Sat. from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Cheng-Khee Chee    

June 23-27, 2008

YOUR  
WORKSHOP  
HEADQUARTERS! 

 

BLOOMINGTON ART CENTER 

1800 W Old Shakopee Rd 
Bloomington, MN  55431                   
www.bloomingtonartcenter.com

952-563-8587  

Tony Couch 

September 15-19, 2008

SSiiggnnaattuurree  SSttaattuuss  LLiisstt
(Recently Earning Status)

Harry Heim has a total of 6 points
Jean Meyer also a total of 6 points

Dan Mondloch has a total of 7 points
Susan Zinschlag has a total of 6 points

Tara Sweeney (correction) has a total of 8 points

Mark
Granlund’s
White
Flowers
On-line
Auction 
Item
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