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Add to tube greens
There are numerous tube greens available, most 

of which fall into the category of “un-natural”. 

They require some addition to make them useful. If 

you choose a “yellow-green” try an addition of its 

complement “red-violet” to neutralize and make it more 

natural looking. Try experimenting with some of the 

following colors to come up with a wonderful variety of 

rich greens: permanent green with permanent magenta, 

sap green with mineral violet or magenta. Try adding 

different shades of reds to sap green, such as cadmium 

scarlet and alizarin crimson. Compare all of these 

different mixtures to fi nd the ones that you like best. 

Mix your own greens
I don’t include tube greens on my palette, preferring 

instead to mix all of my greens. After all, it is cheaper 

and my colors are more unifi ed because they are all 

mixed from the same group of colors on my palette. 

I typically have at least two blues on my palette. For 

example, I might have cobalt blue (blue-violet) and 

Prussian blue (blue). The cobalt has a small amount of 

red in it; the Prussian is close to a pure hue (no red or 

yellow in it) I can mix these two blues with a yellow, 

say Winsor lemon (yellow), to get two different greens. 

Or I can choose another hue, say New Gamboge 

(yellow -orange), to create slightly more olive greens. 

To really get to the greens I want, I need to add more 

red to these mixtures.

Experiment by adding reds
Natural greens contain a lot of red. Experiment with 

several different shades of reds to get a wide variety 

of rich greens: Choose an orange (cadmium scarlet), 

red-orange (Winsor red) or red (alizarin crimson). I 

use the cadmium scarlet, Prussian blue, Winsor lemon 

combination a lot for my dark greens. The cadmium 

scarlet gives the greens a kind of coppery hue that can 

be seen in many evergreens. 

Watercolor Tips…
By Catherine Hearding

With summer in full swing and landscapes in abundance, one of 

the problems faced by landscape artists is how to handle greens. 

Photograph from www.istockphoto.com

Use primary colors
The secret to great natural looking greens is 

including all three primary colors in the mixture. The 

next time you are out looking at trees and foliage, 

challenge yourself to see the red in all of those greens. 

Experiment with some of these combinations to 

come up with a variety of color that will make your 

landscapes come alive.

If you have tips you’d like to submit to the newsletter 

e-mail the editor at tweseman@earthlink.net or write 

her at 10910 Quebec Ave. S., Bloomington, MN 55438.
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Minnesota Watercolor Workshop
October 5-9 (Mon – Fri)

Myrna Wacknov  www.myrnawacknov.com

Wacky Portraits - Many Possibilities From One Image

Cost: $395 Members $435 Nonmembers

This workshop is for those people who wish 

to move away from strict interpretation of a 

photograph and explore the potential for more 

unique and creative alternatives. People don’t 

need to be particularly good at portraits to take 

this workshop. You will learn ideas for designing, 

not how to get a good likeness. Everyone will be 

working with the same image, provided by the 

instructor, to maximize the number of variations produced in the time frame of the 

workshop. We will be working with a portrait image, but the principle learned in 

the workshop will work with any subject matter. Each day will explore a different 

element of design and how it could apply to the image at hand. 

Be prepared for fun, creative excitement and a fast paced and highly 

structured environment.

Workshop Registration

I would like to register for the following workshop

q Myrna Wacknov/Wacky Portraits – 

 Many Possibilities from One Image

 members $395 nonmembers $435

 October 5 - 9 (Mon-Fri)     

 Location: Bloomington Art Center

For detailed information about the artist or workshop visit our website at: 

www.minnesotawatercolors.com

For inquiries contact: Kathleen Sovell, Workshop Chairperson

 Phone: 612-374-3195

 E-mail: jksovell@comcast.net 

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City ________________________ State ________________ Zip ____________

Phone____________________________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________ @ ______________________________  

(MnWS does not share e-mail addresses with others.)

Please send $125 deposit.

Cancellations in writing must be received no later than two weeks prior to the 

workshop to qualify for a full refund. If the workshop is cancelled, money will be 

promptly refunded.

Amount Enclosed:  $ ___________

Make checks payable to Minnesota Watercolor Society and mail with form to: 

Workshops, Susan Zinschlag 

2353 Glacier Way, Hastings, MN 55033-3757

Phone: (651-437-9327) E-mail: s.m.zinschlag@att.net

Held at The Roseville Oval at 

Roseville Skating Center, 2661 Civic 

Center Dr. Directions from MPLS, 

take Hwy. 280 to Hwy 36 and East 

to Snelling North Exit, turn right on 

County Road C, drive past Hamline 

Ave. and left into Civic Center Drive 

before Lexington Ave.

Upcoming Meetings: 

September 17, Doug Lew
October 15, Janet Rogers

Upcoming Fall Workshop: 

Oct. 12-16, 2009, Janet Rogers, 
“The Expressive Portrait, Figure in 
Watercolor. Sign up online at 
www.northstarwatercolorsociety.com. 

Upcoming Show: 

November 12, NWS Fall Reception and 
Award Presentations by Judge Doug Lew

Northstar Meetings

MnWS workshops 

scheduled for 2010

Andy Evansen, March 6 & 7 

Charlotte Huntley,  May 10 - 14

Watch future newsletters for details.
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