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Thursday, November 9th at 7 pm
Ellen Jean Diederich RRWS, TWSA, WSA, WW

Christ Presbyterian Church

6901 Normandale Road, Edina, MN 55435

“In watercolor pigments are mixed with water to flow onto 

paper. Our brush can create a river or a puddle on the painting 

depending on how much water is used. Pigments will flow 

in the direction of the brushstroke. This can be accented by 

changing the value, or color of the brushstroke or can be more 

subtle to suggest the movement of the brushstroke by using 

similar values or colors. My experience leads me to believe 

these pigments DO NOT WANT TO BE DISTURBED when they 

are setting up…yet if you do disturb them immediately, before 

they set up… you’ll gain a little wiggle room and can create 

volume in your shapes. I find this knowledge particularly helpful 

when painting animals. In the painting “Last Light” notice the 

handling of the barrel shaped body of the cow on the left.  I will 

demonstrate how to use directional brushwork to give depth to 

paintings of animals.”

Ellen Jean Diederich is a national award winning watercolor and 
acrylic painter from Fargo, North Dakota. Proud of her Midwestern 
heritage, Ellen brings sincerity and love to each painting. Diederich 
teaches watercolor workshops, speaks on the creative process and is a 
well-received juror. She has won numerous awards in national and 
international juried exhibitions.  

• LIBRARY  SILENT AUCTION Nov. 9th, see page 3

Ellen Jean Diederich Demonstrates 
Her Directional Brushwork

Last Light

Morning Light

Brush Strokes
November Meeting

www.minnesotawatercolors.com
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Hello Artist Friends  
and Members!

We have some very bright 
evenings to look forward 
during these ever longer 
nights. Make plans now to see 
the brilliant artist demonstrations scheduled for November 
and December. On November 9, Ellen Diederich will share 
how she compares colors, shapes and spatial relationships 
to bring her painting to life. On December 14, we welcome 
Richard Kokenash. He is well known locally for his beautiful 
oils and watercolor paintings. Both events are at 7:00 pm at 
Christ Presbyterian Church in Edina.

We had a stunning Fall Show at the Hopkins Center for the 
Arts and we are most grateful for the volunteers that helped 
make this happen. Special thanks go to Therésa Wesemen 
who led these teams as our Fall Show Chair. Congratulations 
to all the artists who put their work into this exhibit – 
especially those who participated for the first time – Bravo! 
You will find the paintings singled out for awards in this 
issue of Brush Strokes. 

Regarding Brush Strokes, we are excited to have a new 
editor, Joanette Larson, who has stepped up to replace Gail 
Vass as editor and produced this edition. As always, when 
you see these people, please acknowledge the fine work they 
do for our organization. Our volunteer board members keep 
the news and events coming for all our members and we 
truly value their enthusiasm and thoughtful contributions. 

The door is open for your contributions as well.  We are 
looking for someone to take over our library immediately. 
Please contact one of our Board members with your interest 
in supporting this benefit for our members. 

If you love watercolor, why not share it with a friend? We 
welcome new members and the experiences you can share  
are tremendous. Please pass along sign up information    
from our website at minnesotawatercolors.com. We’ll         
all be glad you did.

    See you soon. 

    Sonja

From the 
  President

www.minnesotawatercolors.com
www.minnesotawatercolors.com
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Chaska artist and teacher Rick Kochenash will be demonstrating his approach to the technique 
of watercolor painting. By combining draughtsmanship learned through the Atelier approach, 
Rick combines the capricious nature of watercolors into a montage of passages that 
sequentially form the completed painting. 

Kochenash is a graduate of Kutztown University in eastern Pennsylvania and also the Atelier     
Le Sueur with an additional year under the tutelage of Mr. Richard Lack, who is an 
acknowledged master and the main proponent of Classical Realism in the Twin Cities.    

Now almost 30 years later he is enjoying painting and teaching in both oils and watercolors 
from his studio in Chaska, MN. Rick’s work has received numerous awards and he has taught at 
many locations including the full time program at the MN River School, the Edina Art Center 
where he taught 25 years as well as beginning the watercolor program at the Atelier.  He has 
jumped between the two mediums, oil and watercolor, applauding the unique character of 
each, taking both mediums on treks to the outdoors where he does his work en plein air.

Ricks’ love of the challenge of floral painting has been rewarded with several solo shows at the 
Landscape Arboretum and his plein air appearances at art competitions has resulted in coveted 
awards. Rick has been generous in sharing and demonstrating in Minnesota and he thanks the 
Lord for His blessing to be able to paint for a living as well as helping others to paint. 

We will be having a Silent 
Auction of our DVD’s at 
our meeting in November.  
Some of the artists we have 
are: Andrews, Burridge, 
Baker, Castagnet, Das, 
Dalio, Francese, Holman, 
Kemp, Kunz, Lew, Webb 
and a few more. If interested 
in participating BE SURE 
TO BRING YOUR 
CHECKBOOK OR CASH 
as no credit cards will be 
accepted. This is a great way   
to financially support our 
society. I look forward to 
seeing you  in November!

Mary Brainard, Library

“Minnesota River 12 x 16“Tom”  10 x 9

December Meeting

Rick Kochenash to Demonstrate His 
Watercolor Techniques
Thursday, December 14th at 7 pm
A t  C h r i s t  Pr e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  6 9 0 1  N o r m a n d a l e  R o a d ,  E d i n a ,  M N  5 5 4 3 5 Library Silent Auction at 

our November Meeting

Rick Kochenash   www.rkochenash.com  112 E. 2nd St., Chaska, MN 55318

Minnesota Watercolor Society

www.rkochenash.com


Best of Show 
Minnesota Wild by Judith Hallbeck Meyeraan

First Place
Connected! by Thomas Johnson Third Place

Koi IV by Suzi McArdle
Second Place
Underwater by Karen Sorenson

Emerich Stordahl Founders 
Off Shore by Joan Knight Orozco

Thank you to the Fall Exhibition Juror, Keren Kroul, Adjunct Professor of Painting and 
Drawing at Augsburg University. Her work can be viewed at www.kerenkroul.com 
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Show Awards

www.kerenkroul.com
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Merit Awards
1. North Shore Winter Wonderland 
by Maggie Gale 

We would like to thank the businesses that contributed  
to the  exhibition awards: 
Wet Paint — Kolinsky sable brush set, $50 in gift certificates, 
Wholesale Art and Framing — $50 gift certificate. 

Honorable Mentions
1. Last Night in Italy by Mary Deziel 2. Red Rocks by Janet Green 3. Claret Cup Cacti by Kathy Miller

2.  A Winter’s Cattail by Theresa Weseman

Thank you Hopkins 
Center for the Arts 
and Jim Clark, 
Visual Arts Manager. 
Plus, thanks to our 
member volunteers!        
                         -Therésa Weseman, 
MNWS Fall Exhibition 
Chair, 952-200-8592, 
theresaweseman@gmail.com

Hopkins Center for the Arts, Sept., 23 — Oct., 29 2017

2017 Fall MNWS Exhibition
LUMINOUS LIGHT

Minnesota Watercolor Society
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Minnesota artist John Salminen will judge the paintings accepted into the 

MNWS 2018 Spring Exhibition.  

The opening reception is Thursday, April 12th from 6 pm–8 pm at

Minnetonka Center for the Arts, 2240 North Shore Drive, Wayzata, MN 55391

John will present the artist awards at 7 pm Thursday April 12th.

This exhibition was named “Spring Contrasts” to describe the contrasts in John Salminen’s “Bridges” 
painting in conjunction with the contrasts we often experience with Minnesota weather in the 
springtime. Upon further reflection, the name also could refer to the contrasts we will find between the 
various artists’ visions and styles that will be represented in this show.

It is very exciting to have an artist of John’s caliber making the decision of which paintings (and artists) 
are worthy of receiving an award. John Salminen has won more than 230 awards in national and 
international exhibitions, including the AWS Gold Medal two times, the Silver Star First Place Award 
in the National Watercolor Society Exhibition two times, the Gold and Silver Medal in Allied Artists 
of America and the Transparent Watercolor Society of America first place award three times. He has 
received the Shanghai Zhoujiajiao International Biennial Award, the Thailand Ministry of Culture and 
the Arts Award, the Pakistan Watercolor Society Lifetime Achievement award and most recently the 
Daniel Smith Award in the Shenzhen Biennale. In addition, he is the first American ever to be awarded 
membership in the Australian Watercolour Institute.   http://www.johnsalminen.com/

Artists may submit up to two paintings starting January 2nd through March 10th.  This is a juried show 
for MNWS members only.  If you are not currently a member of the society, you can join when you 
submit your paintings. Exhibition rules and entry information can be found on the MNWS website at
www.minnesotawatercolors.com/exhibitions/  

Spring Contrasts 

Minnesota Watercolor Society

http://www.johnsalminen.com/
www.minnesotawatercolors.com/exhibitions/


2018 Spring Juried Exhibition 
SPRING CONTRASTS
at Minnetonka Center for the Arts
April 12th through May 11th,  2017
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Bridges” by John Salminen  Painting of the old fishing pier in Duluth, MN



Programs are held the third Thursday of the month at 7 pm September–May only.
Usually at Christ Presbyterian Church, 6801 Normandale Blvd. Edina, MN   
(Corner of 70th Street and Highway 100) Check our website for locations that may vary.

January 11th, Thursday
Demo Artist: Keren Kroul.

February 8th, Thursday
Demo Artist: Marysue Kruger.

Robert Jeffery’s 
painting “Paris 
Times Two” 
won First Place 
for Watercolor at 
the 2017 MN
State Fair Fine 
Arts Exhibit

Member Happenings

Tara Sweeney 
received signature 
status and a combined 
merchandise award 
from the National 
Watercolor Society for 
“His Eyes,” on view 
the 97th International 
NWS Exhibition, in 
San Pedro, CA.

WELCOME!

MNWS
New Members

Cynthia Sorenson
Diane Pearson

Joanette Larson
Karen Sorenson

Kim Ode
Nancy Smith

CONGRATULATIONS!

MNWS
New

Signature
Members
Robert Jeffery 
Jerrald  Ohm

We have 301 current 
paid members

MNWS CALENDAR

Minnesota Watercolor Society
5900 Oxford Street, Unit 13
St. Louis Park, MN 55416

www.minnesotawatercolors.com
www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors

“To further the development of the 
watercolor artist by providing a 

supportive environment with education, 
exhibition opportunities, promotion 

of public appreciation and 
greater visibility of the art.”

      Minnesota Watercolor Society Mission Statement
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November 9th Thursday
Demo Artist: Ellen Diederich.

December 14th Thursday
Demo Artist: Richard Kokenash.

Gail Vass has 
a painting, 
"Welcome Home" 
selected into 
the 2017 
Courage Kenny 
Holiday Cards.

To become a member of the MWCS please visit our website at  
http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/join/

Check our facebook page for more member happenings at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors

http//www.minnesotawatercolors.com
www.minnesotawatercolors.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors
http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/join/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors

